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Junior Research Project: Deadlines and Requirements
	
	Assignment
	Points

	1
	Pre-Writing Assignment
	10

	2
	Discussion Board Posting
	5

	3
	Working Bibliography
	15

	4
	Primary Sources Log
	45

	5
	Annotated Bibliography
	15

	6
	 Secondary Source Notecards 
	30

	7
	 Mixed Notecards 
	30

	8
	Transitional Sentences 
	15

	9
	Outline
	25

	10
	Rough Draft
	25

	11
	Final Draft
	200

	12
	2 Conference Minimum
	10

	13
	Self-assessment and Reflection
	10


1. Pre-Writing:  This step requires you to journal on your proposed topic.

2. Discussion Board Posting:  This step requires you to post your tentative thesis online, so that your classmates know what you are working on and can offer you support.  You will also respond to two classmates with useful feedback.  It is important that we support one another through this process.

3. Working Bibliography: This step requires you to compile

a. your definitive primary sources  
b. a screened list of promising secondary sources  
Your working bibliography should have at least 15 sources, each cited using NoodleBib, arranged alphabetically by author, and labeled as primary or secondary.  Remember, your final paper will contain at least 10 sources. 
Note:

Primary sources are firsthand accounts: historical documents (letters, speeches, etc.), eyewitness reports, works of literature, reports on experiments or surveys, or your own interviews, observations, or correspondences.  Whenever possible, you should seek and rely on primary sources, drawing your own conclusions from them.

Secondary sources report and analyze information drawn from other sources, often primary ones: a historian’s account of a battle, a critic’s reading of a poem or story, a physicist’s evaluation of several studies, or an encyclopedia or standard reference books.  Secondary sources may contain helpful summaries and interpretations that direct, support, and extend your thinking.  However, most research-writing assignments expect your own ideas to go beyond those you find in such sources.

4. Primary Source Log 
After you have completed the working bibliography, you will begin to read and evaluate your primary sources.  Your thesis will begin to take clearer shape as you do this, and will appear on the final page of your journal.  You will probably end up discarding some of your sources from your working bibliography, and you may return to the library to find several more to add.  
5. Annotated Bibliography
At this point, you will sort through your working bibliography and discard any sources that will not be used in your final project.  You will then create an annotated bibliography containing only the sources that will be used in your final paper.  This bibliography states, in a few well-constructed sentences, how each source and its contents will be directly applied to your paper.  
6. Secondary Source Cards 

Note cards on secondary sources should help you understand and learn more about your subject.  You must be sure that your secondary sources make a clear connection to your primary sources and help you find a focus for your final paper.  Noodlebib offers a 3-part format:  direct quotation, paraphrase, and reflection.  
7. Mixed Source Cards
At this point you will continue to gather secondary source information, but you may also go back into your primary source log, and transfer whatever quotes/material you plan to use from your primary sources onto notecards.   

*You should have a total of 60 note cards by the end of this process.

8. Subtopics & Transitional Sentences
At this point, based on your notecard piles, you will identify the subtopics for your paper and include the transitional sentences you will use to link them.
9. Outline
The final plan for your paper is a detailed outline of your paper content.  It should be headed by a formal statement of your thesis; in addition, it should reflect how you are going to weave together your primary and secondary source material. 
10. Rough Draft
The rough draft should be a cohesive, coherent work.  It should include your Works Cited page and appropriate in-text citation.
11. Final Draft
Please be sure to conference with your teacher and peer edit with classmates before turning in your final draft.  The length of your paper should be 8 – 10 pages of text, excluding bibliography, works cited, etc.  
12. Conferences are an integral component of each stage of the project.  It is especially crucial to seek feedback when you have completed your first full draft of the paper, for putting all your material together to create an organized, unified essay is the ultimate challenge!  Note that in-class conferencing, though valuable, does not satisfy your two-conference requirement.
13. Self-assessment
After submitting your JRP, please complete the Google Docs form that asks you to assess your work and reflect on the process.

Good Luck!
