Step 1

JRP Pre-writing:  Developing the Right Topic

Developing the right topic for you is the most important step.  You’ll be living with this paper for nearly two months, so it had better fascinate you.  
Please make your JRP a priority ASAP.  It is likely to be one of your proudest accomplishments as a student.  

Option 1

If you have your heart set on a topic, please write 2 -3 typed pages about how you decided on your topic, why it’s important, and why it’s the right topic for you.  What do you envision as potential subtopics?  What might you prove?  Why does this topic interest you?  If you can go on about it for 2 – 3 pages, that’s a pretty good indication that you would be content working on this topic for a long period of time, and that, ultimately, you’ll be able to write 10 focused pages about this subject.

*Keep in mind that topics must relate to America as this is an American Literature course.
Option 2

Let your topic find you:  Think about your interests.  What movies have you really enjoyed?  What do your favorite activities, television shows, books, pastimes, and passions involve?  Keep your mind open to any ideas that occur to you as you walk around outside, listen to the radio, watch television, or talk with someone interesting.  

Respond thoughtfully to each of the following questions:
1. What subjects do you enjoy reading about?  Why?  What aspects of these subjects in particular fascinate you?  Why?  (Strive for five good ideas here.)
2. If you could have a conversation with someone from any time in American history, who would it be and why?
3. What questions do you really want to know the answers to?  (Write at least five questions that you truly care about.  Let your mind run wild.)
4. What current events or controversial issues interest you?  Why?  (Come up with three ideas here.)
5. What is your favorite medium of American art (e.g. abstract painting, rap music, tap dancing, sculpture, film)?  Why?  What is your favorite genre of American literature (e.g. contemporary poetry, science fiction novels)?  Why?
6. If you had to commit to a JRP topic in the next 15 seconds, what would be the first thing out of your mouth?  Why?
Please take these questions very seriously because your answers may determine whether your paper is a torture or a joy.  
Length:  All together, your responses should be 2-3 pages, typed, double-spaced.  Some of your responses will be longer than the others; that’s okay.  Just be sure you’re answering each question thoughtfully and honestly.  Feel free to use bullets or organizers where appropriate.

