Step 4

Primary Sources & Secondary Sources:  General Guidelines for Discerning Between Them
Primary sources are firsthand accounts: historical documents (letters, speeches, etc.), eyewitness reports, works of literature, and reports on experiments or surveys.  If you are studying a person, primary sources are material directly attributed to that person. This material can be letters, speeches, autobiographies, music, performances, photography, art works, etc. 

Primary Sources
Primary Sources are records of events as they are first described without any interpretation, manipulation, and commentary.

Primary sources:

· are the first formal appearance of results in the print
· present information in its original form
· are from the general time period
· are examples of original thought
· usually do not offer bibliographic information
Secondary Sources
Secondary Sources offer analysis or a restatement of primary sources.  They are often an attempt to describe or explain primary sources.  Secondary sources can analyze primary source materials in order to argue a point and persuade the reader to hold a certain opinion.

Secondary sources:

· describe, interpret, analyze, and evaluate the primary sources
· comment on and discuss the evidence provided by primary sources
· are one or more steps removed from the event or information to which they refer
· usually offer bibliographic information
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**Primary sources are the driving force of your paper because they allow you to offer an original perspective through analysis in order to support your particular thesis statement.

Keeping a Primary Source Journal
You will be responsible for finding appropriate primary sources and recording in your journal the following about the material:

1. A time log of your work – when you begin and end each session
2. Personal reactions to the material you are studying (include page numbers)
3. Questions you have about the material so far (include page numbers)
4. Notes on material you suspect will be helpful in developing your thesis 
5. Evidence of the work you are analyzing—cut and paste images, excerpts, reviews, etc. into your journal and comment around and under them

The journal should be clearly labeled and handwritten.  It should provide specific information and be easy to read.

1. If you are studying the life of a performer, you must actually see his or her work (live or taped).  Three to four examples are suggested. 
2. If you are studying a filmmaker, you must watch at least 3 films (each more than once).  Check and record the dates.  You may notice that either the technique or the subject matter has changed.

3. If you are studying a musician, you must listen to at least 3 albums (each more than once).  Include the lyrics in your journal.  Record your reaction to the words and sounds.  
4. If you are studying the life of a writer, you must do one of the following:

· If you choose a poet, you must read an entire anthology of his or her work.

· If you choose a novelist, you must read at least one full-length novel.

· If you choose a short story writer, you will need to read an anthology.

· If you choose a dramatist, you will need to read at least two to three plays.

5. If you are studying the life of a sportsperson, politician, businessman, etc., you must try to find an autobiography by him/her.  Also, try to locate videotapes or audiotapes that include performances or speeches.

6. If you choose an issue, you must decide what kind of primary source material would be appropriate.  For example, if you are studying an advertiser, you must find samples of his advertisements in magazines which you either copy or cut out and paste into your journal.

Guidelines:

1. The journal should be a separate notebook.  The goal here is for you to think hard about your subject matter before you are biased by the secondary source information that you will be reading later for the note card stage.

2. The journal must be handwritten and LEGIBLE.  If it is impossible for you to accomplish both of these goals simultaneously, talk to me.
3. It should demonstrate approximately 10 hours of work.

4. After you have finished reading/viewing your primary sources, please write your tentative thesis on the final page of your journal.

