Step 5


Creating an Annotated Bibliography

The annotated bibliography is your opportunity to finalize your list of sources, correct the formatting of your works cited information, and state, in a few sentences, how this source will be useful to your project.  
Your annotated bibliography should contain all the sources, both primary and secondary, that you plan on using in your final paper. Before you begin your annotated bibliography, you should peruse your primary source journal, marking the sources that you think will be the most useful to your final project.  You should also determine whether or not you will need to return to the library to fill in any gaps in your research.

As I assess your annotated bibliography, I will be looking for the following:

· Do you head your annotated bibliography with a tentative thesis?  
· Are all of your sources credible and relevant to that tentative thesis?
· Does your bibliography contain an appropriate balance of primary and secondary source information?  
· Is the works cited information correctly formatted and alphabetized?  (Noodlebib will not capitalize words that you have not.)
· Do you clearly state, in a few well-constructed sentences, the usefulness of each source to your project?

· Do you seem to have sufficient information to satisfy the requirements of the project?

· Is the annotated bibliography free from errors in spelling and mechanics?

Sample Annotated Bibliography

Tentative Thesis: John Steinbeck uses symbolism and characterization in The Grapes of Wrath to express his concern for the farmers fleeing the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression.

French, Warren. A Companion to The Grapes of Wrath. New York: Viking Press, 1963.

This secondary source, written by a professor of literature, provides criticism of Steinbeck’s work.  It will help to validate the ideas generated by my own reading of the novel.  The author discusses the transformation of the characters in the novel as they learn to adapt to their surroundings.  This will help to clarify my own analysis of these characters and to apply my ideas about symbolism to my findings.

Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath. 1940. New York: Penguin, 1992.

In this novel, Steinbeck expresses his outrage at the conditions faced by farmers moving to California to escape the hardships of the dust bowl.  Steinbeck has been praised for his use of symbolism and characterization to convey the epic nature of the farmers’ plight.  An analysis of these techniques will create the basis for this paper.

