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Sample Outline
Thesis: Increased competitiveness in equestrian sports has contributed to unethical behavior such as inbreeding and drug use, tainting US horse racing. 
(Subtopics: morals & justifications, racing, breeding, drug use, the future of American horse racing)
I. Introduction   
a. Mother Teresa once said, “In this life we cannot do great things. We can only do small things with great love” (Rashid viii). 
b. The extreme practices that breeders and trainers now use are inhumane because they neglect the long-run effects. The "small things" include healthy training sessions and loving care. The "great things" can refer to breeding at the horse's expense, or poisoning a horse with drugs. With the "small things" owners can see their horses succeed because they share bonds with their owners—a desire and love to please them. The inhumane practices of breeding and doping do not create a healthy animal. Their life-spans are shortened and their quality of life is lessened. Such "great things" ironically diminish the potential for great outcomes.  
c. A horses true nature must be accepted and adapted to: "The thrill of watching the performance of a superb racehorse or jumper or cutting horse or polo pony or dressage horse comes from the sense that these are creatures at once of nature and transcendent of nature" (Budiansky 1).
Transition: These practices go against the nature of a horse and weaken its potential.  They are driven solely by human greed. So why have they overtaken the sport?  How do trainers justify such corrupt practices?
II. Morals & Justifications
a. Whitfield argues that “These horses really are expendable commodities” (CBS News).
b. Whitfield notes that “no matter what happens, you're always going to see horses break down on the track. That is part of this game. It's a very sad part of the game, but you have to go through it”' (CBS News).   
c. Owners and breeders simply want to buy a foal, train it, work it, and profit from it before it is no longer useful. The more these horses are worked, the less value their lives have. They are pushed too hard too young, leading to injury and death. Many in the industry do not care. They get their money and it is simply on to the next.  
d. Rashid tells of an experience he had with a family selling a gelding. After describing the horse's valuable qualities and demonstrating its potential the owner proceeded to say, "What we need is a couple quiet ones, so he needs to go" (Rashid). 
e. The family got tired of the horse's irritable behavior. Instead of taking time to analyze what they may be doing wrong, the family jumped to conclude that it was the horse's fault. However, Rashid noticed specific problems and mistakes that the family had committed with the horse that made it irritable. With proper care and handling the horse was a fantastic animal.



First, import all of your note cards into a Word or Google document (from your Noodlebib outline).  





Be aware that only the cards you have dragged into your NB outline will be imported. 





Select only the quotation, direct quotation, and my idea boxes before downloading your cards.





Afterwards, delete any additional texts that will not appear in your paper (i.e. note card titles).





Note: some subtopics will include facts taken from multiple sources and should be cited as such as indicated in the following example:





Example of a fact taken from one source:  Urban schools typically have higher dropout rates than schools in suburban areas (Smith 22).





Example of a fact taken from two sources: Urban schools typically have higher dropout rates than schools in suburban areas (Smith 22; Brown 153).





By now, you should have a solid sense of what your final thesis will be.  This should be stated at the beginning of the outline on the top of the document.





Finally, cut and paste your transitional sentences to the appropriate location in your paper.


















